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I7th of March, 1752', on which day it closed. This is a strong confirmation of the truth of a remark of his, which I have had occasion to quote elsewhere2, that 'a man may write at any time, if he will set himself doggedly to it3;' for,notwithstanding his constitutional indolence, his depression of spirits, and his labour in carrying on his Dictionary, he answered the stated calls of the press twice a week from the stores of his mind, during all that time; having received no assistance, except four billets in No. 10, by Miss Mulso, now Mrs. Chapone4; No. 30, by Mrs. Catharine Talbot5; No. 97, by Mr. Samuel Richardson, whom he describes in an introductory note as ' An author who has enlarged the knowledge of human nature, and taught the passions to move at the command of virtue ;' and Nos. 44 and too by Mrs. Elizabeth Carter.
Posterity will be astonished when they are told, upon the authority of Johnson himself, that many of these discourses, which we should suppose had been laboured with all the slow attention of literary leisure, were written in haste as the moment pressed, without even being read over by him before they were printed6. It can be accounted for only in this way; that by
1 In the original folio  edition  of        6 Dr. Birch says :—' The proprie-
the Rambler the concluding paper is     tor of the Rambler, Cave, told me
dated   Saturday,    March   17.     But     that copy was  seldom sent to the
Saturday   was   in   fact   March   14.     press till late in the night before the
This circumstance is worth  notice,     clay  of  publication,'   Croker's Bos-
for Mrs. Johnson died on the i;th.     well, p. 121, note.    See post, April
MALONE.                                              12, 1776, and beginning of 1781.
= Journal ofaTour to the Hebt ides,        Johnson    carefully    revised    the
3d edit. p. 28.  [Aug. 16, 1773].  Bos-     Ramblers for the collected edition.
WELL.                                                   The editor of the Oxford edition of
3 'Gray had a notion not very pecu-     Johnson's  Works states (ii. x), that
liar, that he could not write but at cer-     'the alterations exceeded six thou-
tain times, or at happy moments ; a     sand.'   The following passage from
fantastic foppery, to which my kind-     the last number affords a good in-
ness for a man of learning and virtue     stance of this revision,
wishes him to have been superior.1                         _            .
Johnson's Works, viii. 482.   Sector/,                      First edition.
under April 15, 1758.                                ' I have never complied with tem-
* Her correspondence with Rich-     porary curiosity,  nor furnished my
ardson  and Mrs.   Carter  was pub-     readers with abilities to discuss the
lished in 1807.                                       topic of the  day;    I  have seldom
5 The correspondence between her     exemplified my assertions by living
and  Mrs.   Carter  was  published in     characters;  from my papers there-
1808.                                                     fore   no   man   could   hope   either
reading, •
